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The Fieldwork Studio is an artist development and 
rural residency programme led by Welsh artist 
Phoebe Davies in partnership with Slade Farm 
Organics. A three-generation family farm tenancy 
situated on the Glamorgan Heritage Coast 
managed by Phoebe’s sister Polly Davies. 

Fieldwork is artist-led, and centres approaches 
from organic farming and rural culture to support 
regenerative practices, rest, care and sustainable 
working within the arts. 

Our roots are at the early stages of growth. 
The programme is managed alongside Phoebe’s 
solo work, collaborative practice as Bhebhe&Davies 
and her caring commitments as she raises 
two small humans. F
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fieldwk.org
phoebedavies.co.uk

sladefarmorganics.com

This artist-led programme has been shaped through 
research and shared learning from g39, Somerset 
House Studios, Wysing Arts Centre, Bidston 
Observatory Artistic Research Centre, Artsadmin, 
Scottish Sculpture Workshop, The Portland Inn 
Project and Portland Institute of Contemporary Art. 

With special thanks to Nandi Bhebhe, Joseph 
June Bond, Polly Davies, Freya Dooley, Qila Gill, 
Joanne Matthews, Colin McKean, Wet Mess, 
Harun Morrison, Rose Nordin, Marine Thévenet, 
Sam Trotman, Graeme Wilson and SERAFINE1369. 
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“Agriculture is one of 
humankind’s most basic 
activities because all people 
need to nourish themselves daily. 

History, culture and community 
values are embedded in 
agriculture. 

The principles apply to 
agriculture in the broadest sense, 
including the way people tend 
soils, water, plants and animals 
in order to produce, prepare and 
distribute food and other goods. 
They concern the way people 
interact with living landscapes, 
relate to one another and shape 
the legacy of future generations.” 

The Soil Association

THE PRINCIPLE OF HEALTH:

Organic agriculture should sustain and 
enhance the health of soil, plant, animal 
and human as one and indivisible.

THE PRINCIPLE OF ECOLOGY:

Organic agriculture should be based on living 
ecological systems and cycles, work with them, 
emulate them and help sustain them.

THE PRINCIPLE OF FAIRNESS: 

Organic agriculture should build on 
relationships that ensure fairness with 
regard to the common environment and life 
opportunities.

THE PRINCIPLE OF CARE:

Organic agriculture should be managed in 
a precautionary and responsible manner 
to protect the health and well-being of 
current and future generations and the 
environment.

PRINCIPLES

AGRI
CULTURE

ORGANIC



S
O

IL

  
  

 C
TI

IV
IA

D
 A

D
O

T

E
O

AN ENDING 
/ OR A ROTATION 

VIOLENCE

BEAUTY

POLITICS OF 
OCCUPYING SPACE

MEMORY 
// A FANTASY 

METHODOLOGIES 
FOR WORKING

DIY 
(DO IT YOURSELF)

DIT 
(DO IT TOGETHER)

PERMA - CULTURE

AGRI - CULTURE

RURAL - CULTURE

ORGANIC
RE-GENERATIVE

SUSTAINABLE 

FEMINIST
ACTIVIST
QUEER

ORGANISER 

INTERGENERATIONAL 
PERSPECTIVES

DE-
CENTERING 

INDIVIDUAL 
& PLURAL 
VOICES
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“Live like you’re going to 
die tomorrow. 

Farm like you’re going to  
live forever.“

Peter Davies 

“Once the imagination 
is unshackled, 

liberation is limitless.”  

Walidah Imarisha
Octavia’s Brood

FAMILY 
FARM 

TENANCY 

WELSH(NESS)

BELONGING 
 NOT BELONGING
(UN) BELONGING

A STRUGGLE 
TO OCCUPY 

SPACE IN RURAL 
COMMUNITIES

NO LANGUAGE

PHYSICALITY

 CARING 
(NURTURING) 

ROLES

QUEERNESS 
IN RURAL 

COMMUNITIES

THE
RURAL

AN INDUSTRY

WHICH IS 

DYING

CHANGING

ADAPTING 

FARM
LABOUR

WORKING IN 
PACKS / TEAMS

RELATIONSHIPS
OF SOLIDARITY 

EXHAUSTION 

HAND TO MOUTH GENERATIONAL
STRUGGLE 

THE
FAMILY

GENERATIONAL 
ADAPTATION 

A NEED 
TO ARCHIVE

FROM WITHIN 

PRECARIOUSNESS 
OF TENANCY

RELEASE

WORK 
// FAMILY

RESPONSIBILITY  

SOLO 
RESPONSIBILITY 

A BUILDING
(ONGOING) 

PRESSURE

CARE

GENERATIONAL 
ROLES

“NATURE” 

(AGRI)
CULTURE

NEGOTIATING 
MULTIPLE 
HISTORIES

 & IDENTITIES 

PRECARIOUSNESS 
OF INCOME

LAWLESSNESS
 IN BEHAVIOUR

DAILY 
ROUTINE

THE
TRANQUIL

Field Notes / the record of your fieldwork,
which provides a description of the 

“culture” you’re working within.

/// Phoebe Davies // Fieldwork Studio /  

THE
COMMUNITY 

SUPPORT 
STRUCTURES 

DEATH

LIFE

THE
ELEMENTS

BURN OUT

COMBUSTION

FARM FIRE

HEALTH

CULTURAL 
CHARACTERISTICS

TENSION

SUSTAINABLE 
WORKING 
METHODS

GENDERED
ROLES

MULTIPLE 
 NARRATIVES

REGENERATIVE 
PRACTICES

SHARED 
KNOWLEDGE

CHOSEN 
FAMILY

 REDEFINING 
THE RULES 

OF PLAY
GENERATIONAL 

ASPIRATION

OUR 
HABITAT

HOW DO WE HOLD 
ON TO THIS 

KNOWLEDGE?

THESE STORIES 
ARE BEING 

TOLD EXTERNALLY 

MANUAL LABOUR


